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Committee meeting. Friday 18th September 2020 - 2.30 - 4pm.
Microsoft Teams - link forwarded by Alyn

Minutes.
Present:  Stefan Hubscher, Dina Tiniakos, Alyn Cratchley, Tim Kendall, Graeme Murray, Rachel Brown, Rosa Miquel, Jossi Aldridge, Claire McGenity, Michelle Moore, Ali Winstanley, Judy Wyatt
Apologies: Rob Goldin, Adrian Bateman, Owen Cain, Paul Kelly. 
1. Minutes of previous meeting 12 June and update email from 12 August - accepted   
2. EQA for 2020 - RB, JW
Circulation LV - closes 18th Sept.  Currently 89/113 responses submitted, reminder sent 10.09.2020.  For discussion on 05.11.2020.   Deadline extended to 25.09.2020. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pilot digital only/drop down list responses – RB has led work on this with TK and JW. The current version is for a 4-part response for cases including tumour, morphological pattern (based on the Tissue Pathways), fibrosis stage, and clinical diagnosis – each list includes a ‘not applicable’ option. RB has applied this to the current circulation cases and a previous one with pleasing results, she found that it was straightforward to use the menu options to express her previously written responses. . The possibility of having a free text section for additional comments was discussed, and this will be particularly relevant for educational cases. 
Action: others on the committee to test LV cases using drop down menus. RB will send information.   
3. Transplant -  TK
a) British Liver Transplant Group.  Update on Banff 2019. Meeting via Teams/Zoom on 07.10.2020.  Invitation sent to UKLPG members on 10.09.2020. AC is coordinating registrations and will moderate the session. AC, SH, Chris Bellamy and Desley Neil will meet virtually next week to test Teams v Zoom .  There are currently 29 attendees (including speakers) which is more than attend live meetings. TK has advertised this to clinicians via BLTG and BASL.
b.    National Digital Pathology On call service – This is being discussed at NHSBT but progress is slow and the     service is increasingly precarious.  Desley Neil may include an update on this during the 7th Oct meeting. 
4. Education and training  - AW
a. Future educational activities. AW and AC have discussed the future arrangements for the liver biopsy interpretation course.  The plan is for a one day course of recorded lectures, followed by a series of bite size case discussions delivered weekly or monthly.  These will be based on around 5 pre-viewed digital cases in each of 10 topics.  This is targeted at senior trainees and non-specialist consultants, who can register for either or both components. AW and AC will be looking for support to deliver the course, from a larger number of presenters than in the previous workshop meeting which this replaces.  They will be discussing the support package arrangements with RCPath on 22nd Sept. 
b. Annual liver pathology update meeting - Thursday 5th November  - via Teams.  This will include presentations by Chairs of the four BASL Special Interest Groups, which have the most relevance to pathology – Shahid Khan:cholangiocarcinoma,  Aileen Marshall: HCC, Will Alazawi: NAFLD, Palak Trivedi: immune liver disease.  There will be discussion of two educational cases circulated with the EQA and of the results of EQA circulation LV.  Arrangements for registration still need to be made, funding can be supported by the EQA scheme. 
c. Glasgow 2020 – the joint meeting of the ESP (32nd Congress) and IAP (23rd Congress).  This will be a virtual congress on 6-8th December 2020 – the programme is finalised but not yet on the congress website, sessions are shortened.  The liver sessions will be:  a Short Course on  “Evolving role of liver biopsy in 2020” on Sunday 6th December, 16.45 – 18.15 and a Symposium on “Recent advances in hepatobiliary and pancreatic neoplasia” on Monday 7th December, 13.45 – 15.45.  
Action: JW will update the UKLPG website with information about these meetings. 
5. Quality Subcommittee –   RB
a. RCPath documents - 
I. Liver - Tissue Pathways.  JW said this has completed its consultation process and should be published shortly. This was written in conjunction with the new joint BSG/RCR/RCPath guidelines on liver biopsy which have now been published in Gut. 
II. Liver Cancer Dataset.  JW – finalising references then will submit to RCPath. (Sent 22.09.2020)
6. Links with other organisations  
a. BASL  – TK.  The annual BASL meeting is taking place next week as a virtual meeting on Mon-Wed afternoons.   BASL will need to increase its membership fees – no change has been proposed to the arrangement for members of the UKLPG to have complimentary membership of BASL.  
b. HCC-UK – SH.   There was a teleconference meeting on 10.07.2020, SH was not able to attend, no minutes yet. 
7. Research - DT
The project to produce guidance on the assessment of hepatocellular lesions in animal models is ongoing. DT reported that there is great interest in this from the HUNTER research consortium with a request to present preliminary results to their next meeting in February 2021.  Papers previously circulated among the research subcommittee do not include clear definitions for the criteria that should be used to classify these lesions, and some standardised way of assessment is essential if future studies can be compared. SH commented on the difficulty in categorising these lesions which look different from human HCC and precursors.  Review and semi-quantitative assessment of features in the scanned lesions is particularly invited from pathologists with experience of animal models, but involvement is invited from as many of us as possible.  
There is interest from European pathologists, and it was agreed that a pan-European perspective would greatly strengthen the value of the exercise.  The time frame of February 2021 should focus efforts 
Action: DT to re-send link and response sheet
8. Trainee representatives   -  SH welcomed the three new trainee members to the meeting.  JA and CMcG attended the training subcommittee meeting on 16.09.20.  They are reviewing the training materials on the UKLPG website, and will develop an action plan. MM has now been appointed as a consultant, so there will be a trainee vacancy next year. The Group congratulated her, she will continue involvement with the research subcommittee.
9. Paediatric - RB  -  no action.
10. Treasurer  -  GM  - The current balance is £2112.  The account is in the names of SH, GM, JW and this will need to change as new officers take up their roles. GM will stand down as Treasurer in November 2021, a new Treasurer will be needed for next year. 
11. Business/membership/constitution 
Chair:  SH had indicated his intention to retire in 2021 at the last meeting.  He has been chair of the UKLPG since it started in 2016, and before that was chair of the Liver Subcommittee of the Pathology Section of the BSG since 2007.  He announced that RB had expressed an interest in taking on the role of chair and is very well placed to do this. There have been no other applications.  The committee unanimously approved RB as the next chair with effect from 5th November. 
RB gave a personal tribute to SH recognising his great contribution to liver pathology in the country.  SH will continue to be the RCPath subspecialty representative for liver, and in that capacity remains on the committee of the UKLPG. 
Subcommittee chairs: DT, AW, RB have indicated that they are happy to continue if there is no-one else coming forward to take on these duties.  RB is comfortable with fulfilling both roles of subcommittee chair (quality) and Chair of the UKLPG; SH commented that there is precedent for this as he held additional roles during his time as Chair. 
Simon Rushbrook has replied that he will continue as the clinician representative on the UKLPG. 
Owen Cain has joined the education subcommittee.
Treasurer: GM will end his role as treasurer in winter 2021.
AC , who was previously a trainee representative,  remains on the committee with a specific role to support IT, in addition to her contribution to the training subcommittee.
12. AOB:  There was no other business.
Date of next meeting.  Friday January 15th, 2.30-4pm by Teams.

JW & SGH   24.09.2020
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